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New Year's Resolution

by Kelly Hoshway

frica scribbled her third New Year's resolution down on
her homework sheet and smiled. “Donel!"”

“Realty? That was quick,” her mother said. “Can | hear
what your resolution is7”

“'have three,” Enca said. She held the paper up ond

read, “Do my homework right after school, don’t wait until the

last minute to finish my chores, and get an A in maih.”
*Wow," her mom said, sounding a litfle concemed.
“What?" Erica thought she'd done a great job coming up with resolutions. Why wasn't

her mom happy?

*You know the point of a resolufion is to change something in your life for the belter and
to stick with it. Can you honestly see yourself sticking fo these things?”

Erica looked over the list again. "Maybe,” she said with a shrug.

Her mom raised an eyebrow at her.

“Wwell, maybe not all of them,” Erdca said. "l can try my best in math but that doesn’t
meaniiligetan A"

“Then maybe you should find a resolution that is achievable and something you can
benefit from.”

“Like what?"

“You'll come up with something.” her mom said, as she started o fix dinner.
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Erica sat af the fable, staring at her list of resoiuﬁoné. She really wanted to try 1o make
these things happen. it wouid be nice to have more time in the evenings. so doing her
homework afier school and not leaving her chores uniil right before bediime made sense.
And if she planned some study fime in each night, she mighi be able fo geian A in math or ¢t
least a B+.

“How could | plan my fime better o make these things happen?” trica thought aloud.
Plan! That was the answer. “Momi” Erica jumped up from the table.

“What is i7" her mother asked.

“I've got it. In order to do all these things, | need to sfick o a schedute. So my New
Yaar's resolution should be o schedule my time after schooi so t can do
my homework, get my chores done, study for math, and still have time
to reiax.”

Her mother smiled. 1 think coming up with a schedule and
sticking fo it is a greal resolution.”

“Me too,” Hica said, and she sat back down to start planning her

schedule for ihe New Year.
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Kelly Hashway's picture book, May the Best Dog Win, is now available!

Dash has the perfect life until the Super Sweeper 5000 shows up. Sweeper
runs all over the house sucking up the lefiover food scraps. and he even

gets his own roomit But Dash won't give up his place as the favorite dog

without a fight.
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New Year's Resolution

by Kelly Hashway

Why was Erfica wiiting New Year's Resolutions?

a. She fkes to wrile them every year. b, All of her friends are writing resclufions.
¢. She wanied to surprise her mother. . 1 was g homework assignment.

Which senfence aboui Fica is probably true?

a. She likes to keep secrets. b. She doesn't usually do her homework.
c. Math s a tough subject for her. d. She enjoys doing chores af home.

Complete the graphic organizer.

Erica's New Year's Resolutions

When She First Wrote Them Revised Resolution

Erica’s mother said New Yeaqrs Resolutions should be achievable.
what does the word achievable mean?

a. requiring a iof of thougnt b. requires luck
c. reasonable and possible to do d. nearly impossible
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