LISTEN fo
gour child read
this story afoud. §

When you waolk down any cify street,
you will see birds colled pigeons. There are
many kinds of pigeons, and one special
kind is called the “homing pigeon.” Homing
pigeons were used before there were radios
or telephones. These birds are especially
smart. When they are taken to places far
from their homes and released, these
pigeons actuaily fly straight back home.

During World War |, the army found these
birds to be very useful. A soldier would put a
litte silver tube on a pigeon’s ieg and place
an imporfant message inside. He would
then let the bird go and it would fly home, '
where another soldier was waiting to recelve the note. These birds were o
great help fo the soldiers.

One homing pigeon was teleased during o battle at Meuse-Argonne in
France in World War . An explosion near the pigeon tossed him around, but
he kept flying. When he finally got back o his home, he was aimost dead. .
Part of his chest was gone and his right leg was missing, but the message
tube was still there.

The men named him “John Silver” after the one-legged pirate in Robeﬁ
Lou1s Stevenson’s Treasure Island. He was treated kindly and honored as o
war hero.

At the Wright Patterson Air Museum in Dayton, Chio, you can still see
Johin Silver. He is on display with famous dirplanes and artifcicts from wars.
Every year on an army holiday called Organizafion Day, they call outf the
names of soldiers who died in wars. When the name “John Silver” is called,
a soldier clways replies, “Died of wounds recsived in battle in the service of
his country.”

Who would have thought that o pigeon could be a war hero? The next

time you see pigeons strutting on the sidewalk, think of the homing pigeon,
John Silver.

By Mary Rose
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This week’s story containg many examples of root words with suffixes. See if you

can find the root word and suffix of these words. Then look carefully in the story fo
add even more to the list.

Word Root Word Suffix

kindly

3 useful

tossed

finally

named

strutting
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