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When you were very young. yau probably
put together wooden Jigsaw puzzles that had
pleces about as large as your hand, Each
puzzie had about four or five pieces, and
edach piece fit info a space all by itsalf. The
pieces might not even touch each other in
the finlshed puzzie. By now you have
probably leamed to like jigsaw puzzles that
have many small pieces. And in a few years,
you may be doing really hard puzies—ones
with a thousand piecest

The first jigsaw puzzies were made in
1/760—even before America was a country.
People in Europe pasted maps onto wood
and then cut them apart. The frick was 1o
put the map back tfogether fo make a country.

In the early 1900s, people redlly started to love wooden jigsaw puzzies, but
they were not very much like our modern cardboard ones. For one thing, the
pieces did not lock together. One little bump, and the whole puzzle would fall-
apart. Often there. was no picture on the lid or the puzzle box. This made It
really hard to put the puzzie fogether. The finished picture was always g
surptlse.

In the 1930s, The Parker Brothers Company made their puzzles more fun by
cutting the pieces infe shapes like children, dogs, numbers, and flowers. During
the Great Depression people boughl fen milion puzzes o week, If they didn™
have enough money to buy one, they could rent one at the library for three
cents. Puzzles sometimes came free when you bought something else, much
like the prizes in cereal boxes today.

Today the most famous puzzies are made by The Stave Puzzle Company.
They cut all of their puzzies by hand and wiill even cut ¢ plece shaped like your
name. They make frick puzzes that will go together more than one way. Some
of the Stave puzzes cost as much as $4,000:

Puzzles have come a long way since the first ones were invented. You,

too, have come along way since you first fit that giant puzde piece info s -
spacial place.
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The author Compéres older jigsaw puzzles to new ones. Ses if you can find four
ways the author tefls you that puzzes are the same and different.

1. What are jigsaw puzzies made of?

QOld ones; . i New ones;

4. How do the puzzie boxes iook?

Old ones; B New ones:

3. How does the puzzle stay together?

Old ones: New ones:

4. How much does the puzzle cost?

Old ones: New ones:

Bonus: Did you find more things that are the same or more that are different?
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